Minnesota Sex Offender Program – Cambridge information
The Minnesota Sex Offender Program is working to develop alternative placements for clients who can be treated safely in settings that are secure yet less restrictive than the facilities at Moose Lake and St. Peter. As part of the effort to develop alternative placements, MSOP is working to re-purpose the DHS campus in Cambridge (PDF), the current site of a Minnesota Specialty Health System facility for clients who have developmental disabilities.

On Oct. 1, 2013, MSOP held community meetings in Cambridge to discuss changes to the Minnesota Specialty Health System campus. A handout with information about MSOP (PDF) was available at that meeting. Additional information is below.
Frequently asked questions

Who will the facility serve?
How many clients can the Cambridge site hold? 
How many MSOP clients do you plan to move to Cambridge?
What kind of security will the Cambridge site have?
Will clients be able to walk around town unsupervised?
Why are you moving MSOP clients out of Moose Lake and St. Peter?
Have you considered other communities?
Why is DHS closing the current program at the Cambridge site?
How many clients and employees do you have at the Cambridge facility? 
Who are the current clients in the Cambridge facility and where will they go? 
Are you laying anyone off? Will current employees find jobs at the new MSOP campus or elsewhere within DHS?
What is the timeframe for these changes? When do you expect MSOP clients to be on site in Cambridge? 

Q: Who will the facility serve?
A: We envision the Cambridge site being appropriate for MSOP clients who have specialized supervision or care needs. These clients are expected to benefit from treatment in a less restrictive, yet secure and highly supervised setting that exists at the Cambridge site.
Q: How many clients can the Cambridge site hold? 
A: The facility is currently licensed for 16 clients and has space for up to 48 clients.
Q: How many MSOP clients do you plan to move to Cambridge?
A: The treatment team currently supports the transfer petitions of 12 clients. Under the law, transfer petitions are considered by the Special Review Board. The ultimate decision regarding the clients served at Cambridge will be made by the Supreme Court Appeal Panel, consisting of three district court judges.
Q: What kind of security will the Cambridge site have?
A: Public safety is a top priority. A chain link fence already surrounds the facility. Other security features at the Cambridge facility will include cameras, key-pass entrances, a phone monitoring system, and installation of a staffed guard station at the entrance that will limit access to the grounds. MSOP clients will wear Global Positioning System (GPS) bracelets and be escorted by staff at all times.
Q: Will clients be able to walk around town unsupervised?
A: Clients will be escorted by staff any time they leave the campus.
Q: Why are you moving MSOP clients out of Moose Lake and St. Peter?
A: DHS has been actively exploring ways to improve the care and treatment provided to civilly committed sex offenders while ensuring that the needs of public safety are met. 
Q: Have you considered other communities?
A: MSOP issued a Request for Proposals for alternative placement facilities for court-ordered placements and clients who may either be provisionally discharged or changing residences while on provisional discharge. The responses may also yield options that could be available to courts at the time of civil commitment.
MSOP received responses from programs around the state. Information on individual responses cannot be released until a decision is made and a contract is finalized; however, MSOP plans to release summary information soon about the number and type of responses.

Q: Why is DHS closing the current program at the Cambridge site?
A: This facility was part of the Jensen settlement agreement. The original plaintiffs asked for closure of the facility; the court has asked DHS for a Cambridge implementation plan so that the current clients can live in the most integrated setting. This plan is in the spirit of that agreement. This is also in keeping with Olmstead principles of serving people in the most integrated setting possible.
DHS is working on a plan to continue services like those offered at the Minnesota Specialty Health System Cambridge but in a community setting.

Q: How many clients and employees do you have at the Cambridge facility? 
A: As of Nov. 5, 2013, there are eight clients and 70 employees.
Q: Who are the current clients in the Cambridge facility and where will they go? 
A: Current clients in Cambridge are civilly committed for developmental disabilities and present a public safety risk. They include some clients with sexual offense histories, others are sent to the program as they undergo competency assessments to stand trial for criminal charges. Some have dual diagnoses of developmental disabilities and mental illness.
Minnesota Specialty Health System (MSHS) Cambridge plans to move services from its current location and provide supports statewide in small, community-based settings (PDF).
Q: Are you laying anyone off? Will current employees find jobs at the new MSOP campus or elsewhere within DHS? 
A: We are working with labor representatives to limit the impact of these changes on our employees, as we work out the details of this plan. We want our staff to stay with us in these new roles.
Q: What is the timeframe for these changes? When do you expect MSOP clients to be on site in Cambridge? 
A: We anticipate that the last of the current Cambridge clients will transfer to more integrated programs in the community by the spring of 2014, making the facility available for MSOP clients if their transfers are approved by the court. The legal review process for MSOP clients can take several months.
In anticipation of this transition, DHS will stop admissions to Cambridge later this year.

If you have other questions about the Cambridge campus, email mosp.info@state.mn.us.
