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Reunification SDM Tool - New Version 
A new version of the Reunification SDM tool is implemented in SSIS version 15.3.  The Reunification 
tool evaluates risk, visitation engagement and safety issues.  The results are used to reach a 
placement permanency recommendation and to guide decisions about whether or not to return a 
child(ren) home.  This new version of the tool includes conceptual, structural and verbiage changes 
from the previous version.  There are no new business rules around the use of this new tool version, 
all existing business rules still apply. 

The following are screenshots and descriptions of the new version of the tool, including the various 
areas and tabs within the tool. 

Main Screen 

 

 

The main screen includes the Decision Tool grid, header information and the tabs for Risk, Visitation, 
Safety, Recommendation Overrides and Override Comments. 
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Header Information 

 
 

The header contains general information about a specific instance of the tool.  It will also display the 
various decisions based on how the tool questions are answered in each of the tabs.  The header 
includes: 

 By whom and when the assessment was performed 
 Tool status and when it was finalized (if finalized) 
 Risk and Safety decisions 
 Caregiver information 
 Visitation and Recommendation decisions for each selected child 

 

Note: The worker can override visitation or recommendation decision for any child.  Any override is 
indicated by asterisk in the children panel. 

Risk Reassessment Tab 
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This tab will determine the risk index based on the risk reassessment factors.   The worker is allowed 
to override the calculated risk level if the tool has a scored risk level. 
 
Note:  Question R2a and R2b are the same question, where R2a is answered for the Primary 
Caregiver and R2b is answered for the Secondary Caregiver.  The score for the caregiver with the 
worst progress toward their goals is used when determining the risk level. 

Visitation Plan Engagement Tab 

 
 

This tab allows the worker to enter information about each child’s visitation plan.  The decision for 
each child displays in the header and indicates whether visitation is acceptable or unacceptable.  The 
worker may override the calculated decision for any child. 
 

Note:  If the decision for a child is overridden, the decision in the header will indicate this with an 
asterisk. 
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Safety Factors Tab 

 
 

This tab allows the worker to identify child safety factors in the home to which the child(ren) may be 
returned.   

Safety Response Tab 

 
 

This tab allows worker to indicate responses that will be used in the reunification home if the 
child(ren) are returned. 
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Recommendation and Override Tab 

 
 

This tab is used to calculate the overall recommendation for each child.  The worker may override the 
calculated recommendation for any child. 

Note:  If the decision for a child is overridden, the decision in the header will indicate this with an 
asterisk. 

Override Comments Tab 

 
 

This tab allows the worker to explain rationale for any and/or all overrides that were selected.   

Note: Comments are required for discretionary overrides.   The system no longer validates that the 
worker has entered comments via error message.  The approver is responsible for reviewing the 
comment prior to approval. 




