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Minn~!oia Depannum a( Human Services________________________ 

March 02, 2015 

This is to n?tify you that the Minnesota Department of Human Services is transitioning 
.CL\..~ Ic)s · }JaVl"!-e. ·. from Relative Custody Assistance (RCA) to Northstar Kinship 

Assistance, part of Northstar Care for Children. Minnesota is slowly phasing out RCA and is 
replacing it with Northstar Kinship Assistance. We think this is good news for you and the child 
in your care. 

To take advantage of this opportunity, you must sign a new Benefit Agreement. Ifyou do not act, 
benefits for your child will end. 

( 
North~tar Kinship Assistance has these advantages: 

• 	 1'1~ monthly net payment for the chil,d in your care will be higher (see acconipanying 

commissioner transition worksheet for details). · . 


• 	 The monthly payment will increase each year to reflect cost of living. 
* 	 Payments are not re<luced for child suppo1i and most other child income offsets, although a 

few remain (see worksheet). 
* 	 No annual RCA affidavit. 
• 	 No annual application fcir"MFIP (Minnesota Family Investment Program, the cash· . 

payment) and SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, food support), since 
those programs will no longer be involved. 

* 	 Your child will be eligible for extensions beyond age 18, if specific conditions are met. 

There should be no change in your child's eligibility for Medical Assistance. 

To ensure that benefits continue without interruption, you must act now. 

To get these new benefits started effective June l, 2015, or to ask questions, please contact: 

Molly Koehler 
Carver County 
952-361-1692 
mkoehler@co.carver.mn.us 

As part of this commissioner transition, your child's Relative Custody Assistance benefit will end 

PO Box 64944 •Saint Paul, Minnesota• 55164-0944 •An equal opportunity and veteran-friendly employer 
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on May 31, 2015. To ensure that there is no interruption in benefits for your child, you must sign 
the new Benefit Agreement by May 1, 2015. 

If you do not sign the new Northstar Kinship Assistance Benefit Agreement by August 31, 2015, 
your child will no longer be eligible for a monthly benefit. 

Remember, Relative Custody Assistance is ending. soon and you must sign a new Benefit 
Agreement. We are confident that you will find Northstar Kinship Assistance a better support for 
~\I d!s Aldi~'ltt. · and your family. · . 

Sincerely, 

Charissa Jones 
Minnesota Department of Human Services 

cc: 
Molly Koehler 
Carver County 

PO Box 64944 •Saint Paul, Minnesota• 55164-0944 •An equal opportunity and veteran-friendly employer 
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Minricsora Deparuncm of Human Service.s'----------------------­

Commissioner Transition Worksheet 
Comparing Old Relative Custody Assistance to New Northstar Kinship Assistance 

For: No..11V1 e o-~ c..,\'\( le/ 
Date Relative Custody Assistance Ends: May 31, 2015 
Date Northstar Kinship Assistance can start if new Benefit Agreement is signed: June OJ, 2015 
Date Northstar Kinship Assistance expires if new Benefit Agreement has not been signed: August 31, 2015 

Relative Northstar Percent 
Comparing Benefits Custody Kinship Increase Increase 

Assistance Assistance (Decrease) (Decrease) 

· Northstar Monthly B~sic Payment NA $670.00 NA NA 

Northstar Monthly Supplemental Payment NA $400.00 NA NA 

'Monthly Total Payment $677.00 $1,070.00 $393.00 58.05% 

•LESS: MFIP Offset (received separately) $116.00 NA ($116.00) (100.00%)
i 
ILESS: All Other Child Income Offsets $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 0% 

Monthly Net Payment $561.00 $1,070.00 $509.00 90.73% 

PLUS: Estimated SNAP (Food Support) $100.00 NA ($100.00) (100.00%) 

' Monthly Comparison Amount $661.00 $1,070.00 $509.00 77.00% 

Your child will receive the full rate (school rate equivalent), which means that the monthly payments will be the 
same as they would have received in Northstar Foster Care if they were in a foster home. 

The Northstar Monthly Basic Payment is based on the child's age (birth-5, 6-12, or 13 and older). The monthly 
basic payment will automatically increase if the child ages into the next higher rate. 

The Northstar Monthly Supplemental Payment is based on an assigned level. In the case ofyour child, the 
assigned level is: F. This level could potentially be increased if you request a reassessment a year or more after the 
transition date. However, because this commissioner transition has already built in an automatic benefit increase, it 
will be less likely that your child will qualify for an additional increase due to a reassessment 

The Monthly Comparison Amount compares the three current sources (RCA, MFIP, and SNAP) and compares 
them to the single payment through Northstar Kinship Assistance. Notice that the new Northstar Kinship 
Assistance total is higher. 

For further information, please ask your county staffer or see Commissioner Transition at: 
https://bip.dhs.rnn.gov/bip 

https://bip.dhs.rnn.gov/bip
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Dear Ae\cr\-;ve C'.'.,t-\si-odk-"<V1.S A/o.VV1.e 


This is the SECOND NOTTCE that the Minnesota Department of Human Services is 
transitioning· Ch ( I oil: /\Jo.1fk e_, from Relative Custody Assistance (RCA) to Northstar 
Kinship.Assistance, part of Northstar Care for Children. Minnesota is slowly phasing out RCA 
and replacing it with Northstar Kinship Assistance. We think this is good news for you and the 
child in your care. 

To take advantage of this opportunity, you must sign a new Benefit Agreement. Ifyou do not act, 
benefits for your child will end. 

Northstar Kinship Assistance has these advantages: 
• 	 The monthly net payment for your child will be higher (see accompanying commissioner 

transition worksheet for details). 
• 	 The monthly payment will increase each year to reflect cost of living. 
• 	 Payments are not reduced for child support and most other child income offsets, although 

a few remain (see worksheet). 
• 	 No annual RCA affidavit. 
• 	 No annual application for MFIP (Minnesota Family Investment Program, the cash 

payment) and SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, food support), since 
those programs will no longer be involved. 

• Your child will be eligible for extensions beyond age 18, if specific conditions are met. 

There should be no change in your child's eligibility for Medical Assistance. 

To ensure that benefits con'tinue without interruption, you must act now. 

To get these new benefits started effective June 0l, 2015, or to ask questions, please contact: 
Molly Koehler 
Carver 
9523611692 
mkoehler@co.carver.mn.us 

As part of this commissioner transition, your child's Relative Custody Assistance benefit will 
end on May 31, 2015. To ensure that there is no interruption in benefits for your child, you 
must sign the new Benefit Agreement by May 01, 2015. 

If you do not sign the new Northstar Kinship Assistance Benefit Agreement by August 31, 2015, 
your child will no longer be eligible for a monthly benefit. 

Summary: Relative Custody Assistance is ending and being replaced by the improved Northstar 

mailto:mkoehler@co.carver.mn.us


Kinship Assistance. You must sign a new Benefit Agreement to continue your child's benefits. 

WP Me confident that you will find Northstar Kinship Assistance a better support for 

C:.Jd \ds v1 C<t11'1e and your family. 


Sincerely, 

Charissa Jones 
Minnesota Department of Human Services 

cc: 
Molly Koehler 
Carver 
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Commissioner Transition Worksheet 
Comparing Old Relative Custody Assistance to New Northstar Kinship Assistance 

For: c.,,h; Id~ }JofN'le., 

Date Rela1ive Custody Assistance Ends: May 31, 2015 
Date Northstar Kinship Assistance can start if new Benefit Agreement is signed: June 0 I, 2015 
Date Northstar Kinship Assis1ance expires if new Benefit Agreement has not been signed: August 3 I, 2015 

' 
Relative Northstar Percent 

Comparing Benefits Custody Kinship Increase Increase 
Assistance Assistance (Decrease) (Decrease) 

Northstar Monthly B~sic Payment NA $670.00 NA NA 

Northstar Monthly Supplemental Payment NA $400.00 NA NA 

Monthly Total Payment $677.00 $1,070.00 $393.00 58.05% 

LESS: MFIP Offset (received separately) $116.00 NA ($116.00) (100.00%) 

LESS: All Other Child lncome Offsets $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 0% 

Monthly Net Payment $561.00 $1,070.00 $509.00 90.73% 

PLUS: Estimated SNAP (Food Support) $100.00 NA ($100.00) (J00.00%) 

Monthly Comparison Amount $661.00 $1,070.00 $509.00 77.00% 

Your child will receive the full rate (school rat~ equivalent), which means that the monthly payments will be the 
same as ihey would have received in Northstar Foster Care if they were in a foster home. 

The Northstar Monthly Basic Payment is based on the child's age (birth-5, 6-12, or 13 and older). The monthly 
basic payment will automatically increase if the child ages into the next higher rate. 

The Northstar Monthly Supplemental Payment is based on an assigned level. In the case of your child, the 
assigned level is: F. This level could potentially be increased if you request a reassessment a year or more after the 
transition date. However, because this commissioner transition has already built in an automatic benefit increase, it 
will ,be less likely that your child will qualify for an additional increase due to a reassessment. 

The Monthly Comparison Amount compares the three current sources (RCA, MFIP, and SNAP) and compares 
them to the single payment through Northstar Kinship Assistance. Notice that the new Northstar Kinship 
Assistance total is higher. · 

For further infonnation, please ask your county staffer or see Commissioner Transition at: 
https://bip.dhs.mn.gov/bip 

https://bip.dhs.mn.gov/bip

