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Title IV-E Foster Care Eligibility Program

The Title IV-E Foster Care Eligibility Program is reimbursement for out-of-home placement costs
to the states by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Approximately 50% of
county foster care maintenance costs are reimbursable for eligible children. Some training and
administrative costs are also reimbursable in this program.

In 1980, Public Law (P.L.) 96-272 the Adoption Assistance and Child Welfare Act was amended
to the Social Secunty Act of 1935 to create Title IV, part E of the Social Security Act (the Act).
F L 96-272 was based on three major areas of concem:
Children were removed from their families too frequently, without good reason and without
adequate placement prevention efforts.
Efforts were not being made to reunite children with their families and often permanently lost
contact with their families.
Children spent years in temporary foster care, adrift in foster care without a real sense of
family or permanency.

This Act defines the circumstances under which a state may claim reimbursement. These
requirements are based in best practices and are related to the 1997 Adoption and Safe
Families Act as well as the overall goals of safety, permanency and well being found in the
Federal Child and Family Service Reviews.

Eligibility for this program is specific to both:
The individual child and
The foster care home or childcare institution.

A combination of both:
Initial eligibility requirements and
Continuing eligibility requirements must be met during the entire time the child remains in
out-of-home placement.

These requirements apply to abused and neglected children, delinquents, and children placed in
foster care solely due to their developmental disabilities and/or severe emotional disabilities.

Minnesota will participate in a Federal Title IV-E Foster Care Eligibility Review in 2004, The
review will assess compliance with the requirements of Title [V-E of the Act for the children on
whose behalf the foster care maintenance reimbursement claims are made. These
requirements include the:
Judicial determinations regarding contrary to the welfare/best interests and reasonable
efforts,
Voluntary placement agreements in accordance with the Act,
Responsibility for placement and care vested with the state agency in accordance with the
Act,
FPlacements in a licensed foster family home or childcare institution as defined by the Act to
determine that the provider is an appropriate type of facility, the license is valid for the
duration of the child's placement in that facility and the safety requirements have been met,
and
Eligibility for AFDC under the state plan that was in effect on July 16,1996 in accordance
with the Act.
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For a state to be in substantial compliance there must be an error rate of 10 percent of less.
This means that of the 80 cases selected for the review, eight or fewer cases can be found to
have made Title IV-E reimbursement claims in error. If a state is determined not to be in
substantial compliance during the review process, a disallowance is assessed on the basis of
the state's total population of children in the Title IV-E foster care for the six-month review
period. In addition, a disallowance will be made for each case found in error. If Minnesota were
subjected to a disallowance, current figures based on the estimated total Title IV-E claims for a
six-month period, indicated that a disallowance of 13 percent would be in excess of $5 million
and a 20 percent disallowance would be in excess of $8 million. Failure to meet the
requirements for substantial compliance will have a financial impact statewide. The
disallowance will be collected from all 87 counties.

A joint team from both the state and federal government will conduct the review. Examination of
case records, including payment documentation, wall be completed for the child and all providers
for the six-month review penod. All cases selected for the review will need a complete payment
history starting from the current foster care placement episode continuing through the penod
under review.

For further information regarding the Title IV-E Program in Minnesota, please contact your
regional Title I'V-E Eligibility Determination Trainer and your county Title IV-E Coordinator. See
attached resource directory.



Title IV-E Foster Care Resources Directory

02/20/2004

Cuestions regarding the Title I'V-E eligibility determination process (e.qg., child's eligibility,
eligibility of the activity, continuing reimbursement) can be directed to the Eligibility

Determination Trainer covering your area.

University of Minnesota —Eligibility Determination Training Project

Eligibility Determination Trainer
MNorthwest Region

Deborah Trotter
45140 -228 " Street
Aitkin, MM 56431-9284
FPhone: 218-678-2025
Fax: 218-678-9029
E-mail: debt@mlecmn.net

Eligibility Determination Trainer
MNortheast Region
Lynn Olund
3203 Highway 44
Brimson, MN 55602-8115
FPhone/Fax: 218-845-0012
E-mail: lynnolund@earthlink_net

Eligibility Determination Trainer
Southwest Region
Paula Katzenmeyer
11224 North Sunset Dnve
Hutchinson, MM 55350-8309
Phone/Fax: 320-587-7982

Eligibility Determination Trainer
Southeast Region
Debbie Retterath
P.O. Box 199
Adams, MN 55909-0199
Phone/Fax: 507-582-1046

E-mail: debbieri@clear lakes.com

E-mail: pkatzen@hutchtel.net

Minnesota Department of Human Services (DHS)

(Questionsregarding Title IV-E Protections (e g. placement plans, administrative reviews, permanency
hearings, reasonable efforts and best interest determinations):

Kris Johnson - Children and Family Services

Ann Ahlstrom - Children and Family Services/Supreme Court

651-297-2711
651-297-1114

(Questionsregarding Title IV-E and eligible facilities:
Deb Larson - Financial Management
Kris Johnson -Children and Family Services

651-297-3837
651-297-2711

(uestionsregarding Title IV-E and corrections:
Krs Johnson - Children and Family Services B51-297-2711
Questionsregarding Title IV-E and tribes:
Virginia Strand - Children and Family Services
Kris Johnson - Children and Family Services

651-297-7186
651-297-2711

Questionsregarding Title IV-E reporting/ratios:

Deb Larson - Financial Management b51-297-3837

(uestionsregarding Title IV-E Adoption Assistance:

Laurie Ruhl - Children and Family Services 651-297-3636

(Questionsregarding Title IV-E and Social Service s Information System:

Man Beman - Children and Family Services 651-772-7833




Instructions for Completing
the Title IV-E Foster Care Eligibility Checklist
February 2, 2004

Purpose

These instructions will help the reviewer accurately answer the questions and identify documentation to
support those answers.

Requirements Subject to Review
Minnesota will be reviewed against the requirements of Title IV-E of the Social Security Act (the Act) regarding:

The eligibility of the children on whose behalf the foster care maintenance payments are made (section 472
(a)(1)-(4), (e), (f), and {g) of the Act) to include:

Judicial determinations regarding contrary to the welfare and reasonable efforts in accordance with 45
Code of Federal Regulation (CFR) 1356.21(b) and (c), respectively;

Voluntary placement agreements in accordance with section 427(e), (f), and (g) of the Act and 45 CFR
1356 .22;

Responsibility for placement and care vested with the state agency in accordance with section 472 (a)(2) of
the Actand 45 CFR 1356.71 (d)(in);

Flacement in a licensed foster family home or child care institution as defined in sections 472(b) and (c) of
the Act and 45 CFR 1355.20(a); and

Eligibility for AFDC under the state plan that was in effect on July 16, 1996, in accordance wath section
472(a)(4) of the Act and 45 CFR 1356.71 (d)(1){v).

Allowable payments made to foster care providers that comport with sections 471(a)(10), 471(a){20), and
472(b) and (c) of the Act and 45 CFR 1356.30. During the Title IV-E foster care eligibility review, the
provider's license is examined to determine that the provider 1s an appropriate type of facility, the license is

valid for the duration of the child’'s placement, and the safety requirements at 45 CFR 1356.30 have been
met.

Delinquents
Eligibility for federal reimbursement of adjudicated delinquents rests on (1) eligibility of the child, and (2) the
type of facility in which the child is placed. Any child for whom Title [V-E foster care maintenance payments
are claimed must meet the eligibility criteria described above. If the child meets the Title IV-E requirements,
federal financial participation (FFP) may be claimed for foster care costs in licensed or approved facilities as
described in section 472(b) and (c) of the Act. Such facilities, however, may not include “detention facilities,
forestry camps, training schools, or any other facility operated primarily for the detention of children who are
determined to be delinquent.” In Minnesota, counties are able to determine which correctional facilities are IV-E
approved by referring to the quarterly per diem bulletin from Department of Human Services. This bulletin
provides a listing of agencies and programs that the department has approved for iv-e reimbursement.

Reference: ACYF-CB-PIQ-82-10, ACYF-CB-PIQ-88-03, Social Security Act —sections 406 (a) and 407 (asin
effect on July 16, 1996) and 472, 45 CFR 1355.20 and 233.90 (c)(1), DHS Bulletins #02-32-18 and #02-32-20.

“Juvenile delinguent” refers only to those children who have been adjudicated as having committed a

delinquent act(s) and does not include status offenders. Reference: ACYF-CB-PIQ-82-10, Social
Security Act —section 470
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Title IV-E Foster Care Eligibility
On-site Review
Instrument and Instructions

Administration for Children and Families
Administration on Children, Youth and Families
Children’s Bureau

Washington, D.C.

May 2003




I Purpose and Scope

The title IV-E foster care eligibility reviews:
Determine whether Federal funds were claimed for eligible chil dren and providers.
Identify duplicate payments, overpayments, underpayments, and erroneous payments.
Help State agencies identif v training, technical assistance and other strategies for program improvement.

Evaluate State agency compliance with Federal requirem ents related to:

- “Contraryto the welfare™ and “reasonabl e efforts™ judicial determinations
- Voluntary placement agreements

- State agency responsibility for placement and care

- Placement in a licensed foster family home or child care institution

- Criminal records check and safety considerations for foster care providers

- AFDC eligibility (as of July 16, 1996)

Do not assess State agency compliance with title [V-E State plan requirements related to:
- Circumstances in which reasonable efforts are not required

- Development and implem entation of case plan

- Case review system, including 6-month periodic reviews and permanency hearings

- Termination of parental rights

- Conformity with licensing standards {except safety requirem ents)

Eeviewers must:

Examine child and provider case records to determine that, for sample cases, the eligibility decision of the
State agency was supported by appropriate docum entation.

Look at placement, legal and payvment histories, court orders, and other relevant case matenal to gather
information necessary to determine State agency compliance with Federal eligibility requirements.

Electronic files mav constitute acceptable forms of docum entation-- to the extent the State agency uses the
files to substantiate title IV-E eligibility determination and the Federal review team leader determines the
files satisfy the eligibility criterion under review.

Complete an eligibility review checklist for each sample case in which at least one title [V-E foster care

maintenance payment was made during the period under review (PUR). If the child exits and subsequently
re-enters foster care during the PUR., a checklist is completed for each foster care episode.

The PUR is the six (6) month sampling period from which the cases for the on-site review are selected.
Some eligibility requirements included in the review checklist require the reviewer to ascertain dates that
precede the PUR. These items are identified in the instructions for completing the review checklist.



Eequest that the Federal review team leader replace a sample case with an over sample case when it is
discovered that a title IV-E payment was not made for the original sample case during the PUR.

Eecord in the Comments section of the review checklist: explanatory notes, observations about the State
agency s strengths and areas needing improvement in the title [V-E program. and related information
concerning the sample case. A supplemental sheetis included for additional comments and notes.
Descriptions of errors and periods of ineligibility during and outside the PUR are recorded on the
Ineligibiliny Chartthat is attached to the review checklist.

Eeviewer comments and notes must be wrtten legibly and must clearl v identif v the specific review question
being discussed.

Determine whether there are ineligible title IV -E payments for the child or provider and whether the case is
A NON-SrrOr Of error case.

An ineligible payment occurs whenever a title [V-E eligibility criterion is not met and title IV-E funds were
claimed for foster care maintenance payments. A claims disallowance that includes rel ated administrative
costs is assessed for all ineligible paym ents.

For title IV-E review purposes, an error case occurs when the ineligible payment i1s for a period (1) in which
an eligibility criterion related to the child’s entry into foster care is not met (e.g.. contrary to the welfare
judicial determination, AFDC initial eligibility) or (2) in which an eligibility criterion is not met during the
PUE.

Title IV-E funds cannot be claamed before all child and provider eligibility requirements are met or after
eligibility ceases. I eligibility is attained within a portion of the month, title IV -E funds may be claimed
retroactive to the first day of the month. In the case where a child is placed on a date other than the first of the
month, title IV-E funds may be claimed from the date of the foster care placement.



On-site Review Instrument and Instructions

NON-ERROR CASE: ERROR CASE:
May 2003)
Child Indigible Payments: YES NO
Provider Ineligible Payments: YES NO

Each question must be answered. If the questionis not applicable, check the N4 column and ndicate in the Comment section the
reason the question does not apply to the sample case. A question where the N4 block 15 shaded mustbe answered I'ES or NO.
Eewview the instructions that follow each section for an explanation of each question and how to answer 1t. This form maybe
annotated with additonal information regarding eligibility, as necessary. Boxes outlined inbold indicate poferntial/ case emrors.

[“X" prefm indicates informat on obtamed for this field 1s confidential and will not be disclosed for any purposes outside the
review].

Federal review period for Minnesota: 04/01/2003 - 09/30/2003

1. State Abbreviation and Random Sample Selection Number:

2. Case ID:-

3. County or Local Office:

4. Rewview Date (MM/DD/YY):

L

Reviewed By:

Instructions:

Sample review period Record the begnning and ending date of the 8-month sample review period This §-month time fram e
corresponds to the Adoption and F oster Care Analysis and Reporing System (AFCARS) reporfing penod from which the sample
was drawn.

All statutory citations refer to the applicable section of the Social Securnity Act

1. State abbreviafion and random sample selection munber: Record the two-letter State abbreviation and the sample selection
mumber assigned to this case.

[ E]

Case [D: Record the case number that 15 used as the 1denfifier by the State.
3. Countvor Local Office; Record the name of the county, if applicable.

4. Date of Eeview: Fecord the date on which the case is being reviewed.

L

Eeviewed By: Fecord the name of the individual reviewing the case. Plagse prind




A. CHILD INFORMATION

YES

NO

NA

X 1. Child s name:

6. Child s date of birth

7. Child’s age as of first day of sample review peniod:

. RELEVANT DATES

Date child was removed from home: (MM/DD/YY)

el Il |-~

Date child entered foster care: (MM/DD/YY):

C. REMOVAL PURSUANT TO A COURT ORDER

10. Was child' s removal the resultof a judicial determination?

11. Date of court order removing child from the home

(MM/DD/YY):

11{a). Does the removal order address Contrary ro the Welfare?
Or
11(b). K the child entered foster care prior to March 27, 2000, is there a court order

or removal petition filed within 6 months of removal that results in a udicial
finding of Contrary to the Welfare?

11{b)(1). Date of removal petition or court order (MM/DD/YY )

12. Is there a court order that addresses Reasonable Efforts to Prevent Removal or

Reasonable Efforts to Reunify Child and Famih?

12{a). Date of court order re: reasonable efforts to prevent removal
(MMDD/YY):
12(b). Date of court order re: reasonable efforts to reunify

MMDD/YY):

Instructions:

#1. Child's nam e Record the first and last name of the child whose case is being reviewed

6. Child s date of birthr Enter the month, day and vear of birth of the child whose case 15 under review.
Reference: CM0010.18.01 AFDC Provisions July 1996

maintenance payment consistent with the State’ s rate payment schedule.

(Wote that the relevant dates for the following sections m ay precede the PUE).

B. RELEVANTDATES [StatutoryCitafiomr Section475(5)(F):;
Regulatory Citation: 45 CFR. 1355.20, 1356 21(b)(2) and 1356.22]

Child s aze as of first day of sample review penod Enter the age of the chuld on the first day of the sample review period. If the
child was born during the sample review period, enter a zero (0). Thisfield 15 used to determine the appropriate foster care

8. Date chuld wasrem oved from home: Eecord the date of the child' s most recent rem oval from the home of the parent or specified
relative pursuant to a cowrt order or 2 voluntary placement agreement The removal may be the result of a physical or constructive

removal 1.e paper removal. (Constructive rem ovals apply to removals occurmng after 03-27-00 for a speafic category of

chil dren under limited circum stances). The removal date 1srelated to a child si1nifial el ziblity for title IV-E {Questons17-20)
and 15 tied to the judicial determinatons of confrary to the welfare (or best interest) (Queston 11) and reasonable efforts to prevent

removal (Cueshon 12).
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The child’s basic IV-E eligibility requires that legal responsibility for placement and
supervision must be transferred to the local social service agency (LS5A), or court services or
tribal agency with whom the LSSA has a substitute care supervision agreement. This applies
whether the placement is the result of a court order or a voluntary placement agreement
(VPA).

In Minnesota this means:
The date the court ordered the child removed (generally, at the Emergency Protective Care
Hearing or Detention Hearing, but could occur at a disposition or review hearing); or

The signature date of the VPA by a parent/llegal guardian and the social worker. If the
parent/legal guardian and the social worker do not sign the VPA on the same date, use the
final signature date as the date the child was removed from the home.

Note that the relevant dates for this section may precede the sample review period. The entire
case history for the current placement episode will be reviewed for compliance. For example:
a judicial determination for finalizing a permanency plan is required to be in the case file for a
child who has continued in foster care for more than 12 months, regardless of whether or not
the judicial determination was due during the six month review period.

The date the child was removed from the home is tied to the judicial determinations of best
interests/contrary to the welfare and reasonable efforts to prevent removal.

AFDC Relatedness:

The date of the filing of the initial petition establishes the month in which the AFDC eligibility
is determined. The month in which all parties sign the Voluntary Placement Agreement is the
AFDC eligibility month for voluntary placements.

Date child entered foster care: Fecord the date the child is considered to have entered foster care, that is, #e earlier of a fudicial
finding of abwse gr neglect or 60 days from the date the child is plysically or constructively removed from home. The Siate

agency may ise an earlier date, such as the date the child iz plysically removed from home. This date 1srelated to maintaining a
child' s eligbility for tifle IV-E funding The State agency is required to use the date the child 1s considered to have entered foster

care in determining when to obtain the imfial judicial determination that it m ade reasonable efforts to finalize a permanency plan
(Question 16).

Record the date the child is considered to have entered foster care, either the earlier of 1) a
judicial finding of abuse or neglect, or 2) 60 days from the date the child is removed from the
home. In Minnesota, a judicial finding of abuse or neglect means a determination that a child
is in need of protection or service (CHIPS) regardless of whether or not adjudication is entered
or withheld.

This date is related to maintaining a child’s eligibility for Title IV-E funding. This state is
required to use the date the child is considered to have entered foster care in determining
when to obtain the initial judicial determination that it made reasonable efforts to finalize a
permanency plan (Question #16). In Minnesota, when the removal of the child is pre-

adjudication then for purposes of IV-E eligibility only, the date the child is considered to have
entered foster care is:
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Worksheet for Question #9
For voluntary placements, use only the second formula.
For court ordered placements, begin with the date of the judicial finding of abuse or neglect.
Date of judicial finding of abuse or neglect:
Second, use the answer for Question #8and then add 60 days.

Answer to Question#8:
Add 60 days: *+_

Finally, compare the dates and select the earlier of the two. This is the date for court ordered

placements.

Final answer to Question #9:

10.

EEMOVAL PURSUANT TO A COURT ORDER. [Statutory Citation: Section 472(a)(1), 471{a){13¥B){1)
Regulatory Citatiorr 45 CFR 1336.21{c)]

The basis for requiring judicial determinations to be explicit, made on a case-by-case basis,
and stated in the court order are in the legislative history of the federal foster care program.
The Senate report on the bill that became P.L. 96-272 characterized the required judicial
determinations as “...important safeguard(s) against inappropriate agency action...” It
made clear that such requirements were not to become “...mere pro forma exercise in paper
shuffling to obtain federal funding...” S.Rept.No. 336, 96™ Congress, 2d Sess.16 (1980). The
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) concluded, based on their review of
state’s documentation of judicial determinations that these safeguards had become a pro

forma exercise.

States have a great deal of flexibility in satisfying the requirement that judicial determinations
need to be explicit and made on a case-by-case basis. For example, the court order may
reference supporting documentation such as the facts in a court report, information in a
related psychiatric or psychosocial report, or the petition as a mechanism for demonstrating
that judicial determinations are made individually. If the state can demonstrate that such
determinations are made on a case-by-case basis through a checklist then that is also
acceptable. Reference: 45CFR1356.21(d), U.S.DHHS ACYF Policy Manual 8.3A.7

For delinquents, contrary to the welfare/best interests findings cannot be only related to
public safety.

Was child’s rem oval the result of ajudicial determination? Eemowval of the child from home must be pursuant to a judicial
determination or a volurtary placement agreement. Ihe fudicial defermingtion must be made in a valid court order. The case
record or reviewer s analysis of the record m ay not be used as a substitute for a valid cowt order. The court must make the
requisite judicial determmation. The reviewer’s responsibility is to confirm that a judicial determ mnation was made.

If the child was not removed pursuant to a court order, enter “no” and proceed to Question 13, CQuestions 11 and 12 are "IN/A™




11.

Date of cowrt order removing child from the home: Fecord the date of the court order that rem oves the child from the home.
The date of the court order 15 required, since Federal financial participation (FFP) cannot begn uniil the first day of the month in
which all eligbility requirements are satisfied, induding a judicdal determination that rematmings at hom e 1s contrary to the
welfare of the child.

In Minnesota, this means that the date of the court order removing the child from the home is
the date of the actual court hearing not the date the order was signed.

Contrary to the welfare: The precise lansuase “contrary to the welfare™ does not have to be induded in the removal cowrt
order, but the order must indude langnage fo e gffect ot remaiming m the home would be contrary to the child s welfare,
safety, or best interest. Indicate “yes” or “no.”

For a child who enters care prior to March 27, 2000: If the removal order does not contain the judicial determination
regarding “confrary to the welfare”, the requisite finding may be in a subsequent order resulting from court proceedings that are
initiated (the petition filed) no later than 6§ months from the date the child 1s rem oved from home, cons stent with D epartm ental
Appeals Board Decision Number 1508 (DAB 1508). The Departmental Appeals Board throush DAB 1308, rnuled that a petition
to the court stating the reason for the 3tate agency’ s request for the child’s remowval from home, followed by a court order
granting custody to the State agency, is sufficient to meet the contrary to the welfare requirement. The petition must be filed
within & monfths of the child’s rem oval from home; however, the resultant cowt finding may occur later and must substantiate the
rem oval pefition.

Fora child who enters care onor after March 27, 2000: The judicial determination regarding “contrary to the welfare” must
be made in the firs¢ order that sancfions the child’s rem oval from home, even if the order is an emergency “pick-up” order. The
Jfirst order 1s the order that stems from fhe court hearmg related to the removal. The determination must be child-specific and may
not merely reference State statutes govermins removals. The reviewer’s analysis of the case record or State agency's report and
recommendation maynot be used as a subshtute for the appropnate judicial finding. The court’'s review and approval of the Stte
agency s report and recomm endation are not sufficient The cowrt must make the actal finding  Afffdovits attesting that the
judicial determinafion occutred at a previous hearing and nuee pro fune (now for then™) cowrt orders are not acceptable
documentationin support of a “contrary to the welfare™ judicial determination. When a mine pro tunc order or affidavit 1s
presented tom eet the “contrary to the welfare” requirement the reviewer must venfy the judicial determination wasmade at the
time of the onznal court proceeding and wittun the prescnbed timeframe. A wanscrnipt of the court proceeding 1s the only
acceptable alternative to a court order to substantiate that the judicial determinafion requirement was m et saisfactonly

11a. Doesthe removal order address Conirary fo the Welfare? The response to this question 15 “IN/A7 1f the child’s rem oval
occurred prior to March 27 2000 and the removal order does notinclude the required judicial findinzg Under these
conditions, proceed to Question 11b. If the chuld’s removal occurred on or after March 27, 2000 and the response to this
questionis “no’, the child 1sineligible for title IV-E for the enfire foster care episode and the case 1s an error case.

11t If the child entered foster care pniorto March 27, 2000, 1s there a court order or removal petition filed within § m onths of
removal that resultsin ajudicial findine of Conirary fo the Welfare? This question should be answered only if the child =
removal occurred prior to March 27, 2000, A “contrary to the welfare™ judicia finding issued wittun & months of removal
may satisfy this requirem ent in those instances where a removal pefition was not filed. If more than & m onths have elapsed
and there is no court order or petifion filed for a court-ordered removal, the response to this questionis “no™. A “no™
response means the child1sineligblefor fifle IV-E for this enfire stayin foster care and the case 15 an error case from the
date of the child’s removal.

11b.1. Date of removal pefition or court order: Fecord the filing date of the State agency’ s petition to the court to remove
the child from home. This date isrecorded for a child who entered care prior or subsequent to March 27, 2000
(Questions 11{a) and 11(b)) and 1srelated to a cluld’s imtal eligbility for title [V-E (Questons 17-20). If a remowval
petition was notfiled, indicate the date of the cowrt order that included the requisite “contrary to the welfare™ judicial
finding.
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11.

s there a court order that addresses reasonable efforts to prevent removal or to rewrufy child and family? The precise languase

“reasonable efforts” does not have to be mncluded in the court order, but the order must contain lansuage fo te gffect that
reasonable efforts were made or were not required. Reference: Social Security Act section 471 (a)(15),
(a)(15)(D) and section 478, 45CFR1356.21 (b)(3) and U.S. DHHS ACYF Policy Manual 8.3C.4

(Question 12 assesses the State agency s performance in obtaiming the requisite judiaal determination. It does not review the
State agency’s provision of services to prevent a child' s removal or refurn the child home.

Federal Regulations

Reasonable efforts to prevent placement shall not be required when the court has determined
the parent has subjected the child to aggravated circumstances as defined in state law;
the parent has:

Murdered another child of the parent,

Committed voluntary manslaughter of another child of the parent;

Aided or abetted, attempted, conspired, or solicited to commit such a murder or such a
voluntary manslaughtenr;

Had their parental rights involuntarily terminated.

Minnesota State Law

In Minnesota, this means reasonable efforts to prevent placement shall not be required when:

The court makes a determination that Termination of Parental Rights (TPR) petition has been
filed stating a prima facie case that:

The parent has subjected the child to egregious harm;

Parental rights to another child of the parent have been involuntarily terminated;

Child is an abandoned child;

Parent’s custodial rights to another child have been involuntarily transferred under 260C

The county attorney has filed a determination not to proceed under paragraph 1 and a
Permanency hearing is held within 30 days.

The county attorney files a TPR or other permanency petition and the court makes a prima
Facie determination that further efforts would be futile:

The parent has been convicted of:

Murdered another child of the parent;

Committed voluntary manslaughter of another child of the parent;

Aided or abetted, attempted, conspired, or solicited to commit such a murder such as
voluntary manslaughter;

Felony assault of the child or another child of the parent.
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Fora child who enters care prior to March 27, 2000: The judicial determination that reasonable efforts were made to prevent
rem oval or that reasonable efforts were made to rewufy the child and family satisfies the reasonable efforts requirement Record
the date of the judicial determination in either Quesfion 12z or 125, If both determinations were made, record the date of each

determination in Questions 123 and 12b, respectively. The child isnot title [V-E eligible until the requisite judicial determination

1smade.

Fora child who enters care on or after March 27, 2000: The judicial determination that reasonable efforts to preventremoval
were made (or were not requured) must be made no later than 60 days from the date of the chuld s removal from home. The
judicial determinafion must be child-specific and m ay not merely reference State statutes pertaimng to removals. The reviewer's
analysis of the case record or State agency’ s report and recommendation may not be used as a substifute for the appropriate
judicial finding The cowrt s review and approval of the State agency’ s report and recomm endation are not sufficient. The court
must make the actual finding. Afffdavits attesiing that the judicial determination ocowurred at a previous heanng and nume pro furc
court orders are not acceptable documentation in support of a “reasonable efforts™ judicial determination. When a mine pro func
order or affidavitis presented to meet the “reasonable efforts” requirement the reviewer must venfy the judicia determination
wasmade at the time of the onginal court proceeding and wiftun the prescnbed time frame. A transcnipt of the court proceeding
1s the only acceptable alternative to a court order to substantiate that the judical determination requirem ent was met sati factonly.

Eecord the date of the judicial determination in Question12a. Question 126 does not apply.

If a reasonable efforts judicial determination was not made within the required ame frames, the child 15 ineligible for title IV-E
for the entire foster care episode and the case is an error case. Fecord error payment data on the attached ineliability chart

D.

VOLUNTARY PLACEMENTS

YES

NO |NA

13

. Was the child's removal pursuantto a voluntary placement agreement?

14.

Was the voluntary placement agreement signed by the parent or legal guardian and
the agency representative(s)?

14{a). Date voluntary placement agreement was signed by all parties

(MM/DD/YY):

[s there a judicial determination regarding the child' s Best Interest within 180
days of the date of placement?

15(a). Date of judicial determination (MMDD/YY )

15(b). Was the mudicial determination timely?

15(c). If NO, were title IV-E funds claimed for the period of ineligibility?

E. ONGOING JUDICIAL ACTIVITY (Reasonable Efforts to Finalize the Permanency Plan )

{Applicable to Court-ordered Removals Only)

16. Has the child been in foster care 12 months or more prior to the end of the period

under review? (Question 9) If NO, a judicial determination regarding reasonable
eff orts to finalize the permanency plan is not due.

16{a). If Question 16 is Yes, what is the date the most recent judicial determination
regarding reasonable efforts to finalize the permanency plan was made
prior to the period under review? (MM/DD/YY )

(R.efer to additional comments in the instructions)

16(b). What is the date that the initial o subsequent judicial determination was
due? (MM/DD/YY):

16(c). Date that the 16(b) judicial determination was made:
(MMDD/YY)

16{d). Was the judicial determination timely?

16(e). If NO, were title IV -E funds claimed for the period of ineligibility?

15




Ins tructions:
D. VOLUNTARY PLACEMENTS [Statutory Citation: Section 472(d)(e) and (f); Regulatory Citation: 43 CFR 1336.22]

13. Wasthe child’s removal pursuant to a vohuntary placem ent agreement? For fitle [V-E eligithility purposes, a child must be
removed from the home pursuant to either a cowt order or a voluntary placement agreement. Title [V-E payments may be made
on behalf of a child who 151n foster care pursuant to a voluntary placement agreement only for the first 180 davs of the foster
care placement urless thereis a judicial determination that confinued voluntary placement is in the chuld’s best interests.

14. Was the voluntary placement asreem ent si=ned by the parent or lezal suardian and the asency representative(s)? A valid
voluntary placement agreem ent must be signed by the parent orlegal guardian and the title [V -B/IV -E agency representafive(s).

14a. Eecord the date that the voluntary placem ent asreement was signed by all parties. If the sigmngs ocourred on different
dates, record the date of the final siznature. The date that the voluntary placement agreement 15 signed 1s required because
FEP camnot beginuntil the first day of the monthin whichall eligibility requirements are satisfied. In the case of a child
who is voluntarily placed into care, satisfying all eligthility requirements indudes a voluntary placement asreement that 1s
signed by the parent or legal guardian and the agency representative.

15. Isthere ajudicial determination regarding the child s best interest withun 180 days of the date of placement” The State can claim
FEP for upto 180 daysfor a child who 1s removed pursuant to a voluntary placement agreement in accordance with its State
plan. If more than 150 days have elapsed since the date of the child’ s placement in foster care, there mustbe a judicial
determination to the effect that this placement is in the best interests of the child. If more than 130 days have elapsed and there
has been no such determination, the child' s eligibility for FEP ceases onthe 181% day. Tifle IV-E eligihility ceases also in those
cases where the State agency pefitions the court on or after the 15 1* day, but within s1x months of removal, and obtains a
judicial removal because the State failed to meet the timelness requirement for confinued FEP. Under these conditions, the
nature of the child s removal from the home cannot be changed from voluntary to court-ordered placement to claim FFP.

15a. Date of judicial determimation: Record the date of the judicial determinafionregarding the child' s best interest. If fewer
than 130 days have dapsed since the child' s date of placement and the PUR and the judicial determination has not been
obtained, check “N/A T

15b. Was fthe judicial determinationtimely” The requisite judicial determination must have ocourred wiftun 1580 days of the
date of the child’ s foster care placement via a voluntary placem ent agreement Otherwise, the child isnot title [V-E
elizble.

15c. ENO_were title IV-E funds claimed for the penod of indigibility”? If the response to question 15 or 13b 15 “no’™ and the
response to 15c 15 “yes” this 1s an error case. Eecord the pertods of ineligble paym ents on the attached ineligibility chart.

E. ONGOING JUDICIAL ACTIVITY [StatutoryCitation: Section472(a)(1). 471(2)(15)(B)(ii) and (C):
Regulatory Citation: 435 CFR 1356 21(b)(2)]

Queston 16, for the purposes of this el gihlity review, does not apply to children whose entry into foster care was the result of 2
voluntary placement agreement. If the sample case s a voluntary placement case, indicate “N/A” and proceed to Question 17.

In order for a child to be eligble for title [V-E payments, there must be a judicial determ ination that reasonable efforts were made to
finalize the child’ s permanency plan that is i effect The pam anency plan zoal may be: reunification, adoption legal suardianship,
placement with a fit and willing relative, or another plarmed permanent living arrangement The judicial determinafion of reasonable
efforts to finalize the permanency plan must be made no later than 12 months from the date on whichthe child is considered to have
entered foster care ((Question %) and at least once every 12 m onths thereafter, while the child 15 in foster care. [f o judicial
determination regarding reasonable gfforis fo finalize a permanency plan is not made within this time frame, the child is ineligible af
the end af the 12th mowth from the date the child was considered to have emtered foster care or at the end of the monih in which the
subseguent judicial defermination of reasonable gfforts was due. The child remains ineligble until sucha judicial determinationis

made. This requirement m ay also be satisfiedby a judicia determinafion within the required time frame, thatreasonable efforts were
made to reunify child and family

Dizallowances will be takenfor any case that does not meet the judiaal requirement after March 27, 2001, Ineligibality for ifle [V-E

paymentsisfrom April 1, 2001 until the judicial determination requirement ismet, as well for ary subsequent penod this requirement
1snot satisfied



Fora child who enters foster care prior to March 27, 2000: A judicial determ mation that reasonable efforis were made to finalize
the child’ s permanency plan must have occwrred by March 27, 2001, The reviewer is notrequired to verify the State agency’s
compliance with the March 27, 2001 implementation date as a separate eligibility review issue. The reviewer is required to verify
whether or not the judicial determination requirement is satisfactorily met during the twelve-month period that encom passes the PUR.
If the judicial determination requirem et is not met, then the reviewer must zo badk to the date on which the requirem ent was met or
MDMarch 27, 2001, whichever islater_ to establish the period of ineli zibility.

(QJuestion 16 assesses the S3fate agency’'s performance in obtaiming the requisite judicial determination It does not ex amine the State
agency s efforts to devedop and finalize a permanency plan. The required judicial determinations regarding reasonable efforts must be
chil d-specific and may not merey reference State statutes pertaining to removals. There 1s no requirement that the judicial
determination be made at the permanency heanng althoush the perm anency hearing may serve asthe mechanism for obtaning the
judicial finding. The reviewer’s analys s of the case record or State agency sreport and recommendation maynot be used as a
substitute for the appropriate judicial finding. The court’s review and approval of the State agency’s report and recomm endation are
not sufficient to meet the judical determination requirement. The cowrt must make the actual finding. Afffdnis attesting that the
judicial determination occurred at a2 presious hearing and nwree pro func court orders are not acceptable docum entation in support of 2
“reasonable efforts” judical determination. When a nunc pro tunc order or affidavit 15 presented to m eet the “reasonable effo ris”
requiremernt, the reviewer must verify the judicial determination was made at the ime of the ongnal court proceeding and within the
prescribed tim e fram e A transcnpt of the cowrt proceeding 1s the only acceptable alternafive to a court order to substantiate that the
judicial determinafion requirement was met satisfactonly.

16. Has the child beenin care 12 months or more prior fo the end of the pennod under review?” Determine 1f 12 m onths have elapsed

from the date in Cuestion 9@ and the last day of the PUR. If 12 months have not elapsed, ajudicial determination regarding
reasonable efforts to finalize the permanency plan is not due. Indicate “no™ and proceed to Question 17.

Worksheet for Question #16

Begin with the answer to Question #9 and then count 12 months.

Final answer to Question #9:
Count 12 months: +
Answer to Question #16 :

16a. If 16 1s ez, what 15 the date that the most recent judicial determination rezarding reasonable efforts to finalize the
permanency plan was made prior fo the bezinning of the period under review? Eecord the date that the judicial
determimation addressing reasonable efforis to fmalize the permanency plan was made. If the due date for the mifial
judicial determination fell withun the PUE | indicate “IN/A" and confinue with Question 16b.  Or, if the due date for any
judicial determination was prior to the PUE but the required determinafion was not made, indicate “IN/A"and confirme
with Question 16b.

16b. What is the date that the inifial or subseguentjudicial determination was due? Record the due date for the initial judicial
determimation that must have been made during the PUE. Otherwise, record the due date for the judicial determination that
must have been made within 12 months from the date recorded in Question 18a. If 12 months have not eapsed since the
date referenced in Question 16a or elapsed after the PUR | indicate "TN/A”

16c. Date that the 16b judicial determination was made. Indicate the date the judicial determination regardins reasonable efforts
to finalize the permanency plan wasmade. If the judicial determinafion was due but was not m ade, indicate this m the
space provided and continue with Question 16d

16d. Was the judicial determination timelvy? A judicial determination is not considered timely if the determ mation was not
made or the court order that addressed reasonable efforts to finalize the permanency plan was dated after the due date. The
date of the last judicial determinafion isused to determine the date the next one is due.

16e. If No were fifle [V-E funds claimed for the penod of inelimbility” If the judicial determinationwasnot imely, indicate
whether title [V-E payments were made for the period of ineligbility. Record ineligible payment data on the attached

ineligibility chart.
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The case is ineligible at the end of the 12th month from the date the child was considered to have entered foster
care or at the end of the month in which the subsequent judicial determination of reasonable efforts was due.
The case remains ineligible until a judicial determination that addresses reasonable efforts to finalize the
permanency plan is made. This is an error case if a title IT-E pavment was claimed for the ineligible period
and the judicial determination was: 1) due prior to or during the PUR, but was not made during the PUR, or 2)
due prior fo or during the PUR and was made during the PUR, but was not fimely.

F. AFDC ELIGIBILITY YE5 | NO |N/A
17. Date child last lived with the specified relative prior to current foster care
episode (MMDD/YY): (Question 8}

18. Was the child living with the specified relative at Question 17 within 6 months of
the initiation of court proceedings or the voluntary placement agreement?

19. Was the child living with and removed from the same specified relative?

20. Did the State determine that the child was AFD C-eligible during the month the
voluntary placem ent agreement was signed or removal petition was filed?

AFDC eligibility month (MM/YY):

20{a). Was financial need established?

20{b). Was deprivation of parental support or care established?

]
[a—

. EFNO, were title IV-E funds claimed for the period of ineli gibility?

k-
[ R

. Was the child' s eligihility redetermined?
Date of redetermination, if applicable (MMDD/YY):

22(a). Didfinancial need exist throughout the entire period under review?

22(b). Did deprivation exist throughout the entire period under review?

22(c). f NO, were title [V-E funds claimed for the period of ineligibility?

23. Does the State agency exercise the school attendance option for a student who is 18
vears old?

23(a). If the child was 18 or older at any time during the period under review,_ was
(s)he a full time student in secondary school or its equival ent and expected to
graduate prior to the 19% birthday? (Stare Option)

23(b). If NO, were title IV-E funds claimed for the period of ineligibility?
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Ins tructions:

F. AFDC (Aid to Families with Dependent Children) ELIGIBILITY [Statutory Citation: Section 472(a)(1) and (4);
Regulatory Citationr 43 CFR 1336.71{d)}{ 1 }+)]

17. Date child last lived with specified relative: Eecord the date the child last lived with the specified relative from whaom he or she
was removed (Question 8). A specified relafive is defined at 45 CFE 233.90(c}{1 ). A child may be conaidered to meet the
requirement of living with one of the relatives specified in the Social Secunty Actif the child is iving with a parent or person in
one of the following groups: (1) @ blood relative, Picluding those of half-blood and including first coushs, nephews, or
nieces, persoms of preceding generations as denoted by prefives of grand gredt, or great-great; (2) stepfather, stepmother,
stepbrother, and steps ik der; (3) persons whe legally adopt a child or the child s parent a5 well as the biological and other legally
adopted children of such persors, and other relatives of the adoptive parents inaccordance with State law; and (4) spouses of
any persors named n the above groups, even affer the marriage is terminated by death or divorce.

18. Was the child living with the specified relative within 6 m onths of the inifiation of cowrt proceedings or the voluntary placem ent
agreement’ The court order removing the child must have been initiated that is, the petition filed, or a voluntary placem ent
agreement must have been signed, no longer than & months after the child was hving with the specified relative from whom he
ot she was removed (Questions 8, 11, and 17). To be eligible under title IV-E, a child must be living with the specified relative
and eligible for AFDC in the home of that specified relative 1n the month the voluntary placement agreement was signed or the
petition wasfiled The statute does, however, allow a §-month period dunng which the child may reside with an nterim
caretaker and still be elimble for title [V-E. Inthis case, the child must have resided with the specified relafive, from whaom
he/she was removed, within § months of the initiafion of cowrt proceedingzs or voluntary placement azreement and be eligble for
AFDC inthe hom e of that specified relafive. If more than§ months have elapsed from the month of the petifion or the voluntary
placement agreement and the date the chuldlast lived with the specified relafive from whom removal occurs, the child is
ineigible under title [V-E. The case is an error case if title [V -E funds were claimed for the period of inelighility. Eespond
“wvesT or “no.”

19. Was the child livinz with and rem oved from the same specified relative? If “no.” the child isineligible for title IV-E. Tie
“livingwith " and “removalfrom” regquiremenis have fo be satisfied by the same specified relative . Sections 472(a)(4)(A) and
(B) of the Act require that the child either: 1) received AFDC in or for the month the voluntary agreement was signed or court
proceedings leading to the removal of the child from hom e were mmtated. or 2) would have recaved AFDC m or for such month
if an apphcation had been made, if he or she was living with the specified relative and would have recetved AFDC in or for such
month if in such month he had been living with “such a relative™ (1.e_, the same relative) and application had beenmade. T'ie
statute did not contemplate the “Ivingwith”and “removalfrom” reguirement fo be satisfied by two discrete indviduals, but by
the same relative.

20.Eligihlity for AFDC at removal: Using the critenain effect in its July 16, 1996 approved fifle IV-A State plan (Or, if removal
was priar to the effective date of the Personal Eesponahility and Work Opporiunity Eeconciliation Act of 1995 [PEWORA], the
tifle [V-A State plan in effect at the time), the State agency must docum ent that the chuld was removed from a specified relative,
and that the child was finanaally needy and deprived of parental support in the month the voluntary placement agreement was
signed or the month 1n which the petifion that resulted in a cowt-ordered rem oval was filed{Questions 3, 11, and 17).
Deprivation must be by reason of daatfy absence, plysical or memtal incapacity of one parert, or the imemploviment of the
principal wage earner. The basis for the determination of financial need and deprivation of parental support is the home from
whichthe child was removed. The reviewer 15 not responsible for m aking the determination of AFDC eigibility, but for
verfying, based on the documentation that is provided, that the State azency made or did not m ake the determination. [f i
child was removed from an “active "AFDC home with anassigned AFDC cose mmber, the reviewer may respond “ves "to this
guesfion, record the case manber and procead to Question 22, Title IV-E elighility 1s not automatic merely because the child is
elizible for assistance under TANE {Temporary Assistance to Needy Families). There is no eligbility linkage between the tifle
IV-E and TANF programs.

20a Was financial need established? Indicate “ves” or “no.”

20b. Was depnvation of parental support or care established? Indicate “ves or “no.”
parental support” is the home from whichthe child was removed. If more tham I vear has elaps ed and no
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21 I NO, were fifle IV-E funds claim ed for the period of ineliability” If etther Question 1% or 20 1s o™ the child 1s not digible for
AFDC and 1sineligible for payments inder tifle IV-E from the beginning of this placem ent episode. Consequently, the case 1z an
error case. Record, on the inelighility chart, anyinelizible payments that ocourred relative to Questions 19 and 20.

]
[

. Was the child’s elimitality redetermined? If the child wasin care forless than 1 vear pnior to the end of the PUER., the response to
this questonis "N/A" Proceed to Question 23.

For a child in foster care longer than 1 vear, the State agency must document annually that the child
continues to be financially needy and deprived of parental support or care, using the State agency's criteria
in effect in its July 16, 1996, title IV-A State plan. The basis for the “determination of financial need” is the

child in foster care as his'her own assistance unit. The basis for the “deprivation of redetermination wes done,
the State must reconstruct AFDC eligibility or the clild is fneligible for fitle [I-E. To respond to this question review the case
record o determine whether a redetermination was completed that encompasses the PUE. Eecord the date of the redetermination.

22a. Did finanaal need exist throushout the period under review? Eefer to the State agency’ s mechanism to docum ent the
child’s eligibality at redetermination.

22b. Did deprivation exist throushout the period inder review? Eefer to the State agency’ s m echanism to document the child’s
eligihility at redetermination.

22¢c. If NO_were fitfle IV-E funds claimed for the period of melizibility? If the response to either Question22a or 22bis “no”, the
child 1s not digible for AFDC and isineligblefor title IV-E payments. If tifle [V-E was claimed during the ineligible
portion of the PUR | the case is in error and payments made during the entire peniod of ineligbility must be recovered
Eecord onthe attached inelizibality chart all ineligible payment data that occurred relative to Quesfions 22a and 22b.

23. Does the 5tate exerase the school attendance option for students who are 18 vears old? When a chuld reaches hus or her 18th
birthday, ehzihlity for AFDC ceasesunless, as g #itfe JT-E siate pla gption, the child 15 a full-ime studentin a secondary school
or 1ts equivalent and is expected to complete the program before age 19, If the State agency does mof ex ercise this option,
eligihility for title IV -E foster care ceases at the end of the month the child tums 15. If the State azency does exerase flus option,

eligihility for title IV -E foster care ceases at the end of the month in which the child leaves school or when the child furns 19,
whichever ocowrs earlier.

To meet title [V-E foster care eigihility under this state plan option when the State agency’ s jurisdiciion over a child
automatically ceases at age 15, the State agency must provide venfication that the child agrees to remain under the responsibility
of the State agency for placem ent and care. A cowrt arder extending the State agency’s custody of the student bevond age 18 also

safisfies the placement and care requirement If the response to Question 23 15 "no”, proceed to Question 23b. Otherwise,
comtimme with Question 2 3a.

23a. [If the chuld was 18 or older dunn= the period under review, was (sjhe a full-tim e student in secondary schoal or its
equival ent and ex pecting to sraduate prior to the 19" birthdav? The response to this question 15 “IN/A7 1f the school
attendance optionis not elected or the child was not 18 vears or older duning the PUR. If the response is “IN/A” proceed to
Question 24.

23b. If “no” were title IV -E funds claimed for the period of melizibility? If the answer to Question23 or 23315 “no” and title
IV-E was clamed dunns the ineligible portion of the review period the case isin error. Record data concerning the
inelizble paym ents on the attached inelimblity chart.




G. STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITY FOR PLACEMENT/CARE OF CHILD

YES | NO

24. For the entire time that the child is in an out-of-home placement during the period
under review, does the title IV-E agency (or public agency with a title IV-E
agreement) maintain responsibility for the placement and care of the child?

-
L

. Were title IV-E funds claimed for the period of time that the title IV-E agency (or
public agency with a title IV -E agreement) did nor have responsibility for the
placement and care of the child?

26, Agency Name:

NA

H. PLACEMENT IN LICENSED HOME OR FACILITY (Complete for every hom e/facility where the

child was placed during the period under review)

X2 Provider Name:

X3. Provider Street Address:

X4, Provider City: X5 Provider State:
27. Date(s) of child's placement inthis foster care facility (MMDD/YY):
from: to:
from: to:
28. Date of child’s departure from thisfacility, if applicable (MM/DD/YY )

[ -]
WO

. Type of foster care facility (checktone). FFH ( ) GH ( ) Public Inst. ( )
PNP/FP Inst. ( ) Other ( )

30. Was this provider fully licensed or approved during the child' s placement that falls

within the period under review?

30{a). Licensure period (MNM/DD/YY): from: to:

from- to:

30(b). If NO, were title IV-E funds claimed for the period that the provider is
not filllyv licensed or approved?




Instructions:

G.

[
(]

H.

STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITY FOR PLACEMENT/CARE OF CHILD [Statutory Citatiorr Section 472(z)(2):
Regulatory Citationr 45 CFR. 1336.71({d)(1)(iii)]

Does the tifle IV-E asency maintain responsibility for placement and care”? The tifle [V-E agency {(or another public agency,
including an Indian tribe, with which the tifle IV-E agency has a written agreement that 15 1n effect) must have responsibility for
placement and care of the child. The court order or voluntary placem ent agreement mustindicate that the azency has this
responsibility. A response of “ves to thisitem indicates that the agency held this responsahility for the entire penod under
review. If the response is “no” and title IV-E payments were claim ed for the period of ineligbility, this is an error case. (The
reviewer must verify that the fitle IV-E agency has a bona fide agreement in gffect with the Stake agency in those instarices where
another public agency ha resporsibility for placement and care of the clild).

. Were title IV-E funds claimed for the period that the fifle IV-E asency did not have responsibility for placement and care? If the

response to CQuestion 24 15 "no, "was fifle [V-E claimed for the pertod of inelighility? If “ves "this child is1ineigible and the
case is an error case. Fecord the ineigible payment data on the attached ineligbility chart

Agency Name: Fecord the name of the State agency or agencies withresponsibility for placement and care of the child

PL ACEMENT IN LICENSED HOME OR FACILITY [Regulatory Citation: 45 CFR 1356.71(d)(1)(iv), 1355.20]

Section H is to be completed for every home or facility in which the child was placed durins the PUE.

x2-

27

28

20

X3,  Record provider inform ationfor each home or facility in which the child was placed dunns the PUE.

Date of child’s placement in provider home or facility: Fecord the date that the child was placed in each facility that is
encompassed by the PUER.

Date of chuld’s departure from provider home or facilityv: Eecord the date that the child left thas facility, if not indicated in
response to Cuestion 27.

Type of foster care facility: The revieweris to determine whether the child is placed in one of the following title [V-E eligible
facilities: foster family home, group home, public institufion of 23 children or fewer, or private non-profit or for-profit child care
instifufion A facility that does not fall into one of these catezonesis not eligible for Federal m atching funds. Facilifies suchas
detention centers, hospitals, and public institutions of more than 25 children are ineligble under tifle [IV-E. The “other category
should be used when the child 15 not 1n one of the elizible foster care placements indicated above If placement is “other, "the
provider is ineligible. The case1s an error case if fitle [V-E funds were clamed for the period of meligibility. Eecord inehzible
payment data on the attached ineligbility chart.

Was this provider fully icensed or approved during the child' s placement that falls wifhun the penod under review? The license
must show that the home or facility is licensed during the child' s placement there. The ceritficate of licensure/approval or aletter
of approval can sati sfy docum entation of full licensure. The terms “licensed” and “approved™ are used here to refer to facilit ies
that meet all of the State’ s standards for fu// hicensure or approval. The title [V-E elighility review does not evaluate the State
agency s leensing standards. Father, the review determines that the child’s foster care placement was hicensed duning the PUR
and that the safety requirement was addressed. Tifle IV-E foster care payments cannot be made on behalf of a child pnor to the
month the foster hom e or faality attained fu// licensure or approval. Intenm or probationary licenses 1ssued pending satisfaction
of all licensing standards are not eligible for title [V -E reimbursements. Al providers, including those licensed or approved by a
child-placing agency, gffective September 28 2000 mist meet full licensure. (No dizallowances will be taken for the peniod of
32700 - 92700 for homes that were licensed pnior to 3.27/00 that do notm eet full licensure status during that period). Indicate
whether or not the foster care home or facility, regardless of type, was licensed or approved during the PUE.

30a. Penod of licensure: Record the dates of the period of hcensure or approval of the facility that encompass the PUE.

30b. If the response to Quesfion 30 1z “no” were tifle [V-E funds claimed for the period that the provider is not fullvlicen sed or

approved? If the response to this question 1z “vyes”, this1s an error case. Record the ineligble payment data on the attached
ineligbility chart.

g
-]



I SAFETY REQUIREMENTS OF PROVIDER YES | NO | NA
(Complete for everv home/facility where the child was placed during the
period under review)

31. Did this State opt out of the criminal records check requirement? (Applies only to
prospective foster family homes and pre-adoptive family homes).

32. Was a criminal records check satisfactorilvy completed on the foster/adoptive
parent(s)?

33 If the State opted out of the criminal records check requirement, did the State
document that safety considerations with respect to the caretaker(s) were addressed?

34 If the child is placed in a childcare institution, did the State docum ent that safety
considerations with respect to the staff/caretakers were addressed?

35, Were title IV-E funds claimed prior to the month in which the safety requirements
were satisfactorily met?

Ins tructions:

A75(1):;

I. SAFETY REQUIREMENTS OF PROVIDER [StatutoryCitafion: Section 471(a)(20)
30]

Fegulatory Citation: 43 CFR 1336,
This sectionis to be completed for every home or facility where the child was placed dunngs the PUE.

31. Opt-outprovision: Has this State opted out of the criminal records check requirement for foster and adoptive parents? The
criminal records check requirement applies only to prospecitve foster familyhomes and pre-adoptive family homes hcensed on
or after 11-17-27, or the State agency’ s approved delayed effective date. A home licensed prior to 11-17-27 15 not considereda
prospective home, for the purposes of title IV-E elighility. If the response is “ves,” proceed o Question 33, If “ne, " cont inue
with Question 32.
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. Satnsfactory completion of cniminal records check: Unless the State has opted out of the cnminal records chedk requirement the
State must provide documentation that crum mal records checks have been conducted with respect to prospective foster and
adoptive parents. The licensing file must document the results of the record check. In reviewing the criminal records check
requiremettt, the reviewer must ensure that the State agency has complied with the regulatory safety requirements for foster
family and adoptive placem ents and that the foster or adopfive parent has not been convicted of ary of the felomes enum erated
in section 4 71{a)(20)(A) of the Social Security Act. Once it is determined that the safety requirement was satisfied, the reviewer
does not have to venfy whether a subsequent ciminal records check was completed on the home durmg the licensing renewal
process. A response of “IN/A"indicates the chuld isno t placed ina foster family home or a pre-adoptive home.

. Safety requirements for foster’adoptive family homes when State has opted out of cnminal records check: In all cases where the
State opts out of the criminal records check requiremernt, the licensmg file for that foster or adopfive family must contain

documentation that venfies that safety considerafions with respect to the caretakers) have been addressed. A response of "IN/A”
indicates that the child 1s not placed in a foster family home or a pre-adoptive hom e or that the State has not opted out of the
criminal records check requirement
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34. Safety requirements for staff ‘caretakersin child care institutions: In order for a child care inshtuion to be elizible for tifle [V-E
funding the licensing file for the mshiution must contain docum entation that venfies that safety considerations with respect to the
staff and caretakers of the inshitution were addressed. A response of “IN/A"indicates that the child is not placed in a child care
insafufion

Were fifle IV-E funds daimed prior to the monthin which all safety requirements were safisfactonly met’ A fifle IV-E foster care
payment cannot be made on behalf of a child prior to the completion of the criminal records check or other safety requirement for
the foster family home, pre-adoptive family home or foster care facility. If the response 1s “yes”and the penod of ineligibi lity 15
during the PUE, this caseis an error case. Record the meligible payment data on the attached ineligibility chart.
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I Case Review Findings

After this checlkdist is completed, determine whether or not the sample case is a non-error case andindicate this
at the top of the eligibility review checklist. Also indicate, for a non-error case, whether or not ineligible title

[V-E funds were claimed.

Supplemental Tools

The following attachments are appended to record multiple foster care placements, additional reviewer
comm ents_ and data concerning error cases or ineligible payments, respectively.

Licensing /Safety Checklist for Multiple Placements
Additional Comments Sheet
Ineligibility Chart



Sample Number

State

Licensing/Safety Checklist for Multiple Placements

Use this page to record multiple placements during the review penod.

H. PLACEMENT IN LICENSED HOME OR FACILITY

(Complete for everv home/facility where the child was placed during the period under review)

YES | NO

N/A

X2 Provider Name:

X3 Provider Street Address:

X4, Provider City: X5, Provider State:
27. Date(s) of child's placement inthis foster care facility (MM/DD/YY):
from: to:
from: to:

28 Date of child’s departure from this facility, if applicable (MM/DD/YY )

29, Tvpe of foster care facility (checktone): FFH ( ) GH ( ) Public Inst. { ) PNP/EP

Inst. { ) Other( )

30, Was this provider licensed or approved during the child's placement that falls within

the period under review?

30(a). Licensure period (MM/DD/YY') from: to:

from: to:

30(b). If NO, were title IV-E funds claimed for the period that the provider is nor
Siillv licensed/approved?

=

I SAFETY REQUIREMENTS OF PROVIDER

(Complete for every home/facility where the child was placed under the period under review)

31. Did this State opt out of the criminal records check requirement? (Applies only to
prospective foster family homes and pre-adoptive homes).

32. Was a criminal records check satisfactorily completed on the foster/adoptive
parent(s)?

33 If the State opted out of the criminal records check requirement, did the State

document that safety considerations with respect to the caretaker(s) were addressed?

34, If the child is placed in a child care institution, did the State document that safety
considerations with respect to the staff/ caretakers were addressed?

35, Were title IV-E funds claimed prior to the month in which the safety requirements
were satisfactorily met?

i
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State
Sample Number

Additional Comments

Use this page to record additional comments and notes.




State Case ID Number
Case Reviewer Sample Num ber

Ineligibility Chart
Checklist Item & Ineligible

*Error Description End Date Pavment Amount

*Provide a brief description of all ineligible payments, regardless of whether or not the sample case is determined to be
an error case.

Fiscal

(A). Federal Share for Foster Care Maintenance Payments (FCMP) Calculation
Disallowance:Total error case FCMP x State ‘s Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAF).

(B). Federal Share for Foster Care Administration Costs Calculation

Disallowance: Refer to the instructions for calculating administrative cost disallowance and formula calculation
spreadsheet for initial and primary review s issued June 2, 2003.

(C). Perod of Ineligibility
Calculate the months of erroneous payments beginning with the first month of ineligibility to the end of the PUR. The

State agency must remove from its claims payment system unallowable costs occurring after the PUR and suspend
claiming the unallowable costs until the error ceases.




